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General Information:

The Tocker Foundation implemented the TLA Conference Stipend to promote the benefits of TLA membership and the resources of the annual conference.  The stipend is intended to make continuing education more accessible, so the library personnel will not be totally dependent on the library budget for ordinary and necessary expenses.  The stipend may not cover all travel expenses, but should cover the majority.

Requirements:

· This stipend is to be used towards travel expenses or replacement library personnel.

· Amounts remaining from the stipend after the conference are to be used for direct library needs.
· The remaining funds may not be absorbed by the municipality’s general fund.
· If the applicant is unable to attend the annual conference, the funds must be returned to the Tocker Foundation (The library is not responsible for funds paid directly to the Texas Library Association on behalf of the attendee).
· The stipend may not be transferred to an alternate library employee or supporter without express permission of the Tocker Foundation.

Explanations:
Hotel allocations are set to a median price offered in the host city. Travel stipends are based on the Texas State Reimbursement rates on business mileage (56.5 cents per mile), State lodging expense rate  and the federal meals and incidental expense (M&IE) rates. This may result in an over or under allocation in total funds.  Over allocations are to be used for direct library needs.  Stipend recipients are not held to these line item allocations.  The library personnel are free to use the funds as it best suits their travel needs.

The TLA Conference stipends are available per library or branch, not per attendee.  If more than one person attends for a library, the stipend should be used for both attendees. The Foundation does not require car pooling or hotel rooms to be shared.  The Foundation will not attempt to assign the allocation between personnel.

Darryl Tocker

Executive Director

3814 Medical Pkwy, Austin, TX 78756-4002

Office (512) 452-1044   Fax (512) 452-7690
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